FOREWORD
BY JOHN BUCHAN, c.ir., M.P.
1HAVE been asked by my colleagues of the Everest Plight
Committee, to set out bridly in iiutechnical language what
seem to be the major results of the expedition.
The first point to make clear Is that its purpose was not to
perform a feat of daring and endurance, to break a record, to
do something for the first time. These are doubtless excellent
things, and the expedition in fact achieved them.....-but it was
Incidentally. The true purpose was austerely scientific: to show
that the aeroplane and the air camera could be made the means
of; acquiring important knowledge which would otherwise be
unattainable.
The second point is that for this purpose the most intricate
and patient organisation was required. The culminating work
would occupy a very small space of* time (it took actually less
than six hours), but to make it possible there had to be months
of labour and thought behind it. The case was parallel to that
of a great battle, which may be won in half an hour, but where
victory is the fruit of laborious preparation. It involved explora-
tion in an unknown and inaccessible area, and therefore every
care had to be taken to reduce the risks to a minimum. The
technical problems, in the machines and the cameras, had to be
worked out to the last decimal, and there were novel features
in both which required elaborate experiments. The success of
the expedition was largely determined by the months of hard
work in Chelsea, Ycovil, Bristol, London and Karachi, between
March 1933 and its arrival at Purnca in March 1933* /
It must also be remembered that the Committee assumed
grave responsibilities. The Air Council gave the project its
benediction, and die trust of the Ait Council had to be justified.
The Government of India approved, and die Government of